Galanin-like peptide stimulates food intake in the rat.
We have isolated a novel hypothalamic peptide, Galanin-like peptide (GALP), as a ligand for galanin receptor subtype GalR2. To investigate the physiological role of GALP, we examined the effect of the intracerebroventricular administration of GALP and found that GALP induced food intakes. GALP had ten-fold the orexigenic activity of galanin. We also observed the anxiogenic-like behavior after the administration of 1 nmol GALP. These results suggest that GALP is a novel orexigenic and anxiogenic peptide.